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Maharaja's opinions, and to his firm conviction on the
pariah question. Reference has been made more than
once in the course of this work to the gallant and success-
fill fight which he made against the more obnoxious
features of caste, but if he could have had his way he
would have gone much further than this. Caste, like
Carthage, was to him a thing to be blotted out. The evils
of it covered the whole range of social life. By its petty
rules it hampered the life of the individual; it interrupted
the easy flow of family life. It interfered with economic
development, and crippled professional life by exciting
distrust, treachery, and jealousy, and ruined social life
by its exclusiveness. It deadened the sense of civic
responsibility by making communal come before public
interests. Butits worst offence was its effect on the national
life and character:

*It intensifies local dissensions and diverse interests and ob-
scures great national ideals and interests which should be those
of every caste and people and renders the country disunited
and incapable of overcoming its defects or of availing itself of
the advantages which it should gain from contact with the
civilization of the West. It robs us of our humanity by insisting
on the degradation of some of our fellowmen who are separated
from us by no more than the accident of birth. It prevents the
noble and charitable impulses which have done so much for
the improvement and mutual benefit of European society/ *

It was credited with doing other things also, but perhaps
to the Maharaja's mind the crowning offence was that it
was cthe steady enemy to all reform'.2 It was certainly
something to remove, or to have removed, the external
trappings of caste which so greatly hindered the social
life, but the Maharaja summed up his deeper feelings in
a single sentence:

1 Ibid., vol. i, p. 159.                                  2 Ibid.,p, 160.